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xTrue Naturex is a vegan straight edge acoustic punk bând 
started in 2008, A rare sight for many, xTNx is an acoustic project 
more at horne in the hardcore scene than most hardcore bands 
popular today. Their goal is “to inspire people towards a radical 
sober, vegan lifestyle." Keegan, the mastermind behind the band ; was 
kind enough to answer a few questions for us, Here it goes,,,. 


2.How were you received by the hardcore scene? An acoustic project in a scene that 
emphasizes high energy reiease and even higher volumaş, seems like an odd fit. 


You know it's kind of funny, 1 started xTNx because I wanted to reach people outsiide the scene : 
but still most of the people who listen to xTNx are involved in HC in some way. The HC kids who 
have embraced xTNx tend to be those who are already into the ideas we talk about but that gives 
us an avenue to reach more people. 




It is a little awkward sometimes playing HC shows for 
us, You have a bând get up and play as loud as they 
can, as aggressive as they can and then we are 
suppose to get up there with acoustic guitars and 
compete for attention?! The interesting thing is that 
we can sometimes get more people involved in our 
shows than a HC bând, Because we play music for a 
very clear message and aren’t afraid to create dialog 
or confrontation at a show, people pay attention. I 
think for some people who want to listen to political 
and thought provoking music, they are relieved that 
our music îs softer. 




1. Hello from aii the LMA crew and thanks for taking the time to 
answer our questions. Let's get straight do the point. Teii us more 
about xTrue Naturex, how did you start and why an acoustic project? 

I (xKeegan the Veganx) started xTrue Naturex because l have been tremendously influenced by 
the lyrics of political hardcore bands. It was because of my exposure though bând lyrics that I 
was introduced to Straight Edge and Veganism, I Iove HC, it is still the majority of what I listen 
to, but I realized that so many of the powerful lyrics of punk and HC bands get stuck in these 
genres because tf people don't like aggressive music, they just aren’t going to listen to get the 
messages. I wanted to make music that people outside of the scene could listen to and get the 
same ideas from. 

I started xTNx just doing acoustic covers of my favorite xVx HC songs. The songs sound 
(obviously) totally different, I just used the lyrics and sang them as pretty as I could, which 
maybe isn’t that pretty 0 xTNx was only întended to be a recording project but after getting 
enough requests to play l/we started touring, 

The motivation of xTNx is to raise awareness about Animal Liberation, Humyn Liberation and 
Earth Liberation issues through Veganism, Straight Edge, and Sterilization, 











3. How do you see the hardcore punk scene right now? 

Unfortunately I see the HC scene right now as very 
a-political, There are still some awesome bands out 
there, but most HC bands seem to not really talk about 
anything other than their romantic relationships, 
friendship and angst. For me that is a total waste of HC! 
If I want to listen to songs about those topics I can turn on 
a pop radio channel! 


There is a real shortage of political HC bands in my opinion, We got invited to play Fluff fest 
last year in C2, which is one of Europe's biggest HC fest, and 1 think we only got the invitation 
because we actually have something to say and the promoter want more political bands, 

There are some awesome bands though like : LANDVERRAAD from NL, Gattaca from CZ, 
Daydream from CZ, The Smashrooms from IT to name a few. 


1 4, When hardcore goi more into the mainstream, the politics shified towards a neo-fiberalist 
approach with an emphasis on consumerism and the individual, rather than irite radical change 
invoiving the whole community, Do you think that the hardcore scene still has the potenţial to be 
a irite counter-cuiture, or ti has/wsll become just another consumerist s ub-culture, obsessed with 
coflecting vinyis? 



I think that HC still has potenţial to be a real counter-culture because the masses I don’t think 
will ever embrace the aggressiveness of HC/Punk music, but honestly without real political 
messages HC could easily slip into the vein of commercial Metal, 


5. What is your take on straight edge? I noticed you are among the few that see drug free living 
as more than a personal lifestyie. Do you think it has the potenţial to spark radical change in 
our society? 

Yeah, Straight Edge is always touted as a "personal choice’ 1 and that 
bothers me, There are very few things in our lives that are truly 
personal choices, because virtually everything we do has an 
impact on others around us, I could make a personal choice to drink 
and drive and kill someone, but hey that's my personal choice!!? 

No way, 

My choice to abstaîn from drugs of all kinds has an impact of those 
around me as well. It gives them a consistency with me that they 
can trust, My friends, family and community know that I am always 
lucid, that l can always be called on if they need help, they know that 
I am never incapacitated and l'm emotionaliy stable (enough). And 
that is something you don't get with people who use drugs. If they have 
been drinking you can't ask a friend for anything! They don’t act the same, they can't help you 
with much, they are unreliable at best and dangerous at worst. 

Personal Choice is this great banner people can get behind to allow for and justify anything, It’s 
this Anne Rând philosophy that you have the right to do what ever you want regardless of how 
hennas or terrible or destructive it is. 
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There is a real importance to think for yourself and 
to make deoisions based on what you feel in your 
own heart, but that also includes thinking about how 
those choices will affect others. 

6. During the 90s, sXe and animai liberation seemed 
to go hand in hand, but no sucb much now. Very few 
vegan sXe bands remain , and altbough both 
subjects are stiil presant in the scene, usually iVs 
one or the other. Why do you think the importance of 
vegan straight edge has iessend in the tast years? 

I think the importance of Vegan Straight Edge is more important than ever now, but there are 
just less people talking about it. It seems to me that there has been a wave of hipster a-politics 
that has invaded the HC scene that brushes off the need for social responsibility, and I don ! t mean 
social responsibility like being a good Citizen, but being a responsible humyn being in your 
community and world. I say hipster politics because 1 see a lot of hipster kids who are just modern 
bohemians. They care more about appearing cool than they do about anything else. There is 
nothing wrong with dressing a certain way or looking a certa in way at aii, but when that becomes 
more important than things of real value in life, there is a problem. 



XXX 


7. Hardcore and animal liberation have always 
been ciose. How do you see the animai liberation 
movement in reiation to the growing movement 
against capitalism and gtobalization? 

I think that aii liberation struggies have a common 
thread, the deşire to be free from confines. HC is 
/shouid be in my opinion a liberation from musical 
restraints and a liberation from convenţional 
thoughts. 

XXX 





/ think that much of the Animai Liberation movement embodies what anti-capitalists promote: 
that iife is more valuabte than profit l just wish that anti-capitalists embodied more of what 
Animai Liberation activists promoteI 

A saying that runs common in radical circles is 'Vne Struggie r One Fight", which i betieve in many 
senses, but I do think there is an importance to refiect on our inner politics and how that affects 
our real world activism. For example, / was more enrooted in environmental struggies before 
animal liberation. I didn 1 drive or do a lot o f things because of the environmental impact they had r 
but that kept me from being invoived in other types of activism. Although the liberation struggie 
was based in the same motivat ion, one kept me from being directly invoived in the other. I learned 
to drive recentiy because / made a decision that i would rather work to save lives than abstaining 
from supporting those Industries. Im noi saying it is the right decision for everyone, it : s just what 
I came to. 

I saw this impact of real world activism vs inner "personal" politics last year during a massive 
animal rescue. We heard that there was a farm with 50,000 hens left to starve to death by the 
owner. We drove to the farm and planned on saving as many animals as we could, but the 
authorities were there to stop u$. Being a radical, I didn t care, we didn't need permission to save 
lives and would get animals out one way or another What ended up happening though through 
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patience and working within the politica! channels, rescue groups were able to get legal 
guardianship of the animale ard save over 4,400 hens! Saving that many lives with underground 
tactice would not have ever been possible, but by working with the system we were able to save 
more lives, I had to put my persona! politics aside for the benefit of those hens dying, Which 
again illustrates my point that there is nothing personal about choices. 

By working "with" the government system, l/we were perpetuating the idea that the government 
has control or say about what we do, which I am against, Working with the governing body was 
not inline with other liberation struggles, so "ore struggle" was not “one fight", I had to choice one 
struggle over another fight. I can’t say that is what everyone would choice, but! put the desires 
of those animals dying in front of me before the desires of oppressed humyns, I had to choose 
one struggle or the other, 

So in a very long answer, yes all struggles are connected, but we have to be clear on how that 
plays out in the real world. 

XXX 


8. The Occupy Movement came and went, What s your view on the movement and do you think it 
had any real impact on society? 

I was excited by the occupy movement. I wondered if it would be the cultural shift that needed to 
happen in this society, Sadly the government in the US is not interested in protest movements no 
matter how big they are. President Bush even said it in a speech about the invasion of Iraq “I will 
not be swayed by protesters” even though over 1 million people were protesting the war! They 
only really care about movements that affect profits and the occupy movement didn’t really truly 
threaten or affect profits. tf the Occupy movement had gone and crashed the top 1% of the 
wealthiest peoples house and shared it with the true needy, I would say that would have set a 
precedence! 

9. How do you see the future of society in general and of course what does it have in store for 
xTrue Naturex? 

I see the future of society getting ever darker and the masses stayîng happily uninformed and 
distracted by moronic entertainment. Without sounding too dooms-days like, unfortunately I don’t 
see things getting any better in the world, I only see it getting worse. Food and water shortages 
are not far in the future I fear and social repression will really begin then. For that reason and 
many more is why xTNx encourages people not to have kids. This is not the type of world you 
want to bring life into. I think people need to honestly look at the world before they think about 
bringing a child into this mess, Once we have figured out how to live peacefully with each other, 
when sexual violence no longer exists, when equality rains, when governments no longer hold a 
leash to our iives, when we live sustainably on the planet, then maybe people could consider 
having kids, but right now with wars raging and the environment falling apart, having kids is a 
cruel idea. 

There is a documentary film that has just been release {February 22nd, 2013) called TURIOCK 
www.firstsparkmedia.net with original score by xTNx. 

There is a new record slowly in the works, It will be a bit different from the last record, but 
hopefully more powerful. I would like to say that record will be done sometime this year, 

Thanks so much LMA crew for the opportunity to do this interview! 

All the best 

XXX -xKeeganx 
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DREAMERS AND MAKERS TOOR 2012 

Where can you start when yDu arB asked to write somGvto’ds Sirxelhefii^vweekerdcrflîTetCMjrhadlhe longestdriwesofthewhole 
aboutatourdaneastgerrrianDfYhaiticGrebandro Lets trip l^t Braganca Ffeiulista rlght altertheshowandtook an c\emight 

startfromithe beginning, where the who-le United And Strâng - ride to Bdo Horizonte, V\fe witoessed a beautiful sunrise and a lot of 
Brazii connection is based. In 2005 : Brazife sftaighL edge crazydriving.BiJtourdi1^r; wlx^hasdrivmaJIb^ardsrnalIbeixisIJiat 
metaloore bând ConfirontoframRb^ ane into extreme nxtsic in Biazi, had ewerything undercontrol and we 

once again and they se- ardhed for a driver. I was free at Vis fettsa«. Bynoor weanived Beb Hoizonte whete !he gies®faniityof 
momentanei did itfcr2 weete ofthertounTliev had one moreguy ourfriendVtorprepareda huge Brazilian meaiandabigroomtotalea 
in thetr entourage. Rabto (ram Sao Raub’s Handcore bând nap.Thalwasaflv\e neecledtofeelgcKxJ!lT»ewhctelaiTiVandfnerxls 
Ouesfans. Inthett- fcwing^ears bcfth bandstoured Europe and eamebytohaueachatv^iu&Wfe^lfeltvroryoc*^^ 
v«helpedtheniasrTiudiasv«coubandntt^ this night wbs a bit un-usualrx^inîhecenliBoftheaty tautraritierlntlie 

together wilh QuesSons, Inallthese yearsoftrieod^hiptheyoffered outskrts where it mght be a litfle dangerous for gringos like us. The 
usto come to Brazfl manţy timea Rnailty in 2012 webook-ed our sunoundings of tie \«nue and fieyenueteelfwere diferent far sure 
flights, Questîons and Confionto booked 11 Showwsand we wene bjt not dangeious. V\fe fStt voy welcorie ar^ had an awesome time 
ready for our firsttour outside of Europe! duringtheshcw.60peGptewerlaazy!OW 1 y^^ 

hardoore and mosh. Ai together. One of the besl showscfthewhole 
The adwenture began right after geflhg out of îhe plane, fie tour. Hungry we letumed to oursleeping plaoes and again the gieat 
QuesSons boys expected us al Sao Rajb airport vyith their 60 hospitality surpri* sed us wilh one more meat around 2 o dockinthe 
yeaisoW cfcm The first show wasabouttosla^ moming. 

the suburbs of Sao F^ub. When we talk about suburbs of an 18 

rrilwrregactyitmeansartotherci^ On the lîiirci day orf the tour we alieady had Rio De Jan- ara on our 

awabteborderbetweentheâtieaSovyejumpedinfievanand schedule.The most beautiful City in the woild if you ask the Cariocas 
axjIdnlra^izeMweaieinBrazil.ălso^befaralheshcwv^justfelt (RtoDeJamiioinhabilantsjbi^alsoawBryoorTtraslrfcgcity.Thebeaiity 
fiedandwerebusywitounpackingallourstuffandgetfami^v^ ontheonehaixl pcveriycrintoandfa^OT 
IheBrazjfiangearwehadtous&Assoonasweenteradtheslage litflefrnebeforetheshcwsotookaw^ktoonedthebeac^ 
v^weroav^unleashedfiennoshaprettygrxbsetinfrort from where you had a viewon the Christ and the sugar bafmounrtah. 

few people but yery adiueand appieaating peppteThis was a On fie way m passed îhe famous fauela where they filmed '“City Of 
very nioe firstshow! Gotf.Gnceagarv^piayedanioesI^^ raom 























and ihe aud^ice was so gialeful about Rortuguese wafd 
we iried to say with our tenible ger- man accents. Note Cartel, Ihe 
NYHC bând of ContaTfo’s Felipe joined the show and fromhere 
mhetookcaredus.llierierf3d^werealxxjts^htong in 
Rb De Janeiro and an incredible show in Cabo Frio right besbe 
the beach, nearty open air.What Slse can you ask for when you 
tour &g^?V\fealsoranirîto1hewaweslor|hefirsttinrieinBra-zaon 
that day. Rour vwtîtB Gringoscompletelyoutofcont- rolbecauseof 
bigafsuiitbooeanwaie&These3aiMesonriedayscarrieloanerid 
and vre had tosay good by to Feţpe, his famty and ftendsandthe 
o^Confrontoguys.VVdtociktTe cornfertable night tustoSao 
Paub to spend the se-oondhafofthetDurinoMnewhora 
baseinF^bbshouse. 

UkelvvrtDteintheb©ginnir>g,SaoJ^jLtoisahugechaoticrnegacity 
and veyharito infestând fbr4 germana Sothisv^ 
whatv^didthenextdaysinourfreetirTie^tjrytounderstandthecity 
and gettîng used to frie hours oftraffic jam m weie studk everyd^f 
Besbethat we pteyed again a show in ihe suburbsand ittookus3 
hout^ to thene with some special wetys through faMslas. [nthe 

nice smaJI dub in Sao Caetano we woe surprised to tind a 
geiman anti nazi poster and the cwner tdd me, when I took a 
photo of it, that he is jewish but he hates the pws in Sao Raub 
making money.. .1 didnt kncw what to leptyThal wasweidajew 
whooonfronfâ me wîlhanti semitic prefjdioe& Later he kqot asking 


u$ if we brought something special to smote oeandoweragan. 
Did we miss ar^thing? te geirnary famous for good marihuana? 
CXir back without traffic Io Sao Fâuto took us less Ihan an 
hour. Next show ffiadcaba a dty beside Sao Paulo, bis of 
bands played befbre us and we should be Ihe head- liner after 
QuesfemThe show started pretty good, ;people danoed and 
reacted on us but duringthe last song 1 spotted aguy who kidtod 
someone else on puqooee many îlmes.V\fe stopped Ihe song and 
ItoldhirrithatlsavlhisbiJIshit and ttetifsnatood. Altor that the 
good abnospheie was kind of gone but he acted Ite an asshole 
sowehadtotellhim. 

Oir first show in Sao Fado was a small ; party in Questbns 
reheareâl house which bote likeasmall squaL On the same dale 
therewasan Agnostic Ronţ show in the dty so Ihe only opfonfor 
us to ptey was to make thls barbecue parîy. And il was such aftjn 
show. Outside under a roof, good vi- bes, dandng and lunry 
hangoulsa]l8iwapds.Ontei^Dddayinema6tiiTipoilantâxiwof 
the tour was on our agenda In Sao faibs tradiţional rod< dub 
Infemo with Qjestions and nnany olher great bands from Sao 
Reub.Moielhan20G peo-pbin abigvenue madeusfeela liflle bit 
too esdtedso the show ms kind of haid for u& Butwe keptpeople 
moving, made tots of fnends and in ihe end it v^s again a great 
Show. Afterthese4showsintheSao Raubaneawfi vfite readyfor 
a littte bieak and left the dty wfo Rabb for atrip tothe be- ach Vfe 














aii enjoyed a retexed day on the beach and a night with good 
steep On Ihe wayback toSao Raub Shilbcy and mehadlotake 
the bus which arrivedtolatein Sao Raubsotoemetocbsedand 
we were bst on a statal eomewhere in Ihe tniddle of IhecityWte 
had to caii our ibrazilian father Fabto to pick us up. He tdld us we 
shoukM move and stay where we are cause it is not the best 
plaoe and time tbrtwo germans în Sao Ffeulo. 15 long minutes 
later he amred and tofcl uslhatwe wereinthefGirnercrack fendof 
Sao Raub. 

Thelastpartofthetourslartedv^ashowrsDone knewwhallo 
expect from.We were supposed to pla/ in Jardim Angela, Ihe 
mostlamous and dangaousfeyelacfSao F&iio,lnthe80$and 
90s itwas eyen oneof Ihe mostdangeiaisplaoesin1hewoMV\fe 
knew that tNngs changed a Iert there and Ihat people im-prowed 
the siluation wrth Iote of sorâd projects like Ihe twowevisrted. After 
drwingfor hoursthrough Sao Raub weanted atlhe end of the 
in a real faveta wrth wooden houses to visat Aioq a praject that 
provides cane lor little kids and studems after th^r schod. A neaJ 
paradise for Ihe children. After M we drc*« to ihe gaiage where 
our shcw took plaoe,71ie garage is part of a pfoject of twD guys 
who mate h(p hop woitehops and shcws to give the kids a 
perspective beside vblence and CfirreVte ipia^ed a mbtture of a 
show and sometalking about usJhe whotedayvras suchagreaî 


and important experience for us we will naerfcfgetTo soon we 
raurieclosetoftoeitoofftotoLrwitoourlasJshcwiiiSaoRaiJo. In 
the italian part of the dty in a bigvenue wflh a live blues bând after 
sîiqw party in Ihe front of Ihe bar. Lots of hard dandng took place 
that night but with unfyand anice shcwdthe Baysde Khg^one 
d Bie great bands we shaned the stage with.7he last shcw ot Ihe 
whde tourstarfed late although we had to drtefcrafewhoursto 
Cam- pinas, Weaniued in a professbnal lockdub with flatscnsens 
and a credit cârd styb paying system. Belore the shov we were 
led wrth huge braalian pizza with 4 Isyers of cheesaThis night the 
average age of the audbnce was much hîgher than curs which 
meant mostcf them were belween 30 and 40. But it was packed. 
From froiit to back. But slffl it was hand to make these old people 
move.Soon we realized they ireâlly like usarthoughthey dorit redty 
danoe, After ihe show we had to shake hands, lake photosand 
tak to bts of people. A perfect end of Ihe taur. 

When we anived in geimany we were tired and axhausted but 
proudthatwe cfid it M^bewe are just these'4east german bsers 
M1rytoputtheiremofensinmoshpaits.Butthese4eastger- 
man bsers made itto Braal ™th that And wewill come back. 

(text: Chnstian/f wmt. Medancistivng.de) 

















« w «»■ .1 


v#x*wima i % 


“The anarchist 1 to be a true freedom fighter, r~ *>» -v 

must abstain from use of alcohol and ^r"L K*\ 

intoxicants 1 — Declaration of the Bulgarian â f \s 0L^7 u tAy fs£$ 

anarchists in 1929. »*/ \i /tOC-/L \ 

Hello, to the readers of Leave Me Alone ZEne, / s*S< f / iv 

It’s my first column for the awesome LMA but N | f 1 1 / 

1 hope I will write somethîng for every next >M/ / t r>lw ^ ^ 

issue, IYn vegan for more than 7 years now and l ! m straightedge since I was 21 years old. So s I 
wasn’t drug/alcohol free in my teenage years but I became drug free person as an “adult”, after t 
was actively exposed and involved in the theory and praxis of antî authoritarian ideas like 
anarchism and antifascism. I was listening to a lot of straightedge hardcore punk bands since my 
early teenage years, but the core reasons of my decisfon to be straightedge were mainly political 
or social ones. 

Few weeks ago l’ve found that a new website is going to start soon, called Counter Conduct 
(www.counterconduct.com) with the goal of being “a document of straightedge living beyond 
punk rock; as embodied practice within socEat struggle and antiauthorîtarEan aspirations.”That’s 
something I really admire, and in this column I want to share the story of Bulgarian anarchists and 
antiauthoritarians who were tiving the “straightedge” lifestyle even before the FErst World War. 
Some of them were even vegetarians. 

The biggest EnspiratEon and source of informatEon to write this column, is a Bulgarian anarchist 
called Alexander Nakov. He is 94 years old now and still fighting for a better and sober world with 
neither gods, nor masters. He has spent targe periods of hls life in elther fascist or communist 
prisons and concentration camps, but he is still full of passion and still drug and alcohol free as in 
hls whole life. So, Alexander Nakov is a Bulgarian "straEghtedge” anarchist on age of 94! The 
historical data provided here is taken from his autobiographical book published for his 90th 
birthday by the Federatîon of the Anarchists in Bulgaria (FAB) and some stories that l’ve heard 
from him. 

The sobriety movement in Bulgaria was founded in the beginning of 20th Century The first 
sobriety clubs with active participation of anarchists and other political radicals were founded in 
the years just before the First Wortd War. Alcohol and tobacco free propaganda was widespread 
actively in the whole country. There was no town or village without a sobriety club. The first 
activists on the sobriety front were school teachers.The first Youth Sobriety Union is founded in 
1924 in Plovdiv (the second biggest city after capital Sofia) with its congresses held in different 
towns around the country. The Gommon Sobriety Union is also very active in the late 20’s. There 
were delegates coming to the congresses from all sides of the country. 

At that tîme there were almost no young people who were going to the pubs or drank alcohol. The 
fight against tobacco was also a big issue for the sobriety clubs. Some anarchists, communists 
and especiatly the tolstoists were vegetarians as well. I Iknow about at least 5 vegetarian 
restaurants only in the capital Sofia during the 20’s, that were meeting points for people with 
radical political and social Edeas. I still don’t have a lot of Information about who were the 
vegetarian anarchists in Bulgaria, but the most famous one who was always cited as an active 
proponent of animal rlghts and vegetarianism was Dimitar MEhalchev. 

At the same time some towns and villages were even voting on referendums to aboltsh the 
pubs! We have to admEt that the fight agaEnst aîcoholism and tobacco smoking was not a work of 
the sobriety clubs and communities only, but it was ted by the whole society! Although the State 
back then, as it’s now, had no interest to abolish both aîcoholism and smoking. The state was 
profiting actively from revenue taxes and banderols on the cigarettes just like now. Back then, as 
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it is now, the workers in the tobacco factorles were very pocr and exploited people. 

2Q’s and 3Q’s were very fruitful years of publishing newspapers and magazines about sobriety 
and radical politica, some of them were: 

* &b 3 A'bp>KaTe/i (Abstainer) — 1895-1925 
• Tpe3BeH0CT (Sobriety) — 1919-1938 
* Tpeaea 6op6a (Sober Struggle) — 1932-1938 
• Tpe3Ba MMCb /1 (Sober Mind) — 1935-1938 
* ycTpeM (Impetus) — ?-l938 
• Tpe3BO oSiAecTBO (Sober Community) — 1927-1938 

AII of these publications have been stopped and forbidden by the pro-fascist government in 
1938 at the preparation for the Second World War, 

The many sobriety unions alt around the country developed a lot of cultural and educaţional 
activities, but their congresses were also arena of endless disputes between anarchists and 
communists. Until 1934 all of the congresses were relatively free. Nobody restricted the 
different opinions, views or ideological affiliatîon of the others.TheYouth Neutral Sobriety Union 
was based on the principies of autonomy and independence. At the congress held in Gorna 
Oryahovitza the chosen ones in the general assembly were communists, anarchists and 
tolstoists. The different ideological currents in the union are cooperating with each other for 
years, But at one time the different politica! beliefs of their members lead to fîerce disputes on 
key points of view. At the Fifth Congress in Yambol the anarchists have declared that the true 
anarchist is the sober anarchist, 

At the Congress in Veliko Tarnovo in 1931 there’s a lot of tension between anarchists and 
communists, The elected board consists of one communist, one tolstoist, one mernber of the 
farmer's movement, one independent sober person, and three anarchists. There’s also the 
beginning of a new United front of anarchists, farmers, tolstoists and independent sober 
persons. They confronţ the communists together.The communists were still slaves to sectarian 
politics and fiercely attack anyone who doesn’t agree with them, 

in August 1932 the 8th Congress takes place in Lovech. The chosen members of the general 
assembly are mainty anarchists. The communists are still voting with sloganeering and 
sectarian attitude. 

After the coup d'etat from May 19 1934 the legal activity of the Union îs stopped,They were 
hiding their political beliefs with potiucks in the mountain or other non-political activities. 

In the Fall of 1934 the 10th Congress takes place in Plovdîv.The chosen members of the board 
are not only anarchists but also two independent persons and two members of the Youth 
Workers Movement.There are no more ideological fights and disputes because of the common 
enemy in the face of the fascist State. There are attempts to make the process more 
pârtieipatory.The next congress ehooses one left socialist, one communist, one farmer and fîve 
anarchists. Three of the anarchist members were forbidden to be representatives of the Union 
by the potice. 






tn August 1936 the place of the congress îs Stara ZagoraThe new board îs represented by 5 anarchists, 4 
independent members and one farmer. Atthe same time the Spanish revolution begins. 30 anarchists from 
the sobriety movement join the Spanish anarchists against Franco. Some of them were killed on the front and 
one of them was captured. There’s an interesting story how members of the Bulgarian National Legions 
(something lîke the Bulgarian verston of Hîtlerjugend were sent to Spaîn tojoîn the francîsts) but they arrived 
straight în the hands of the Bulgarian anarchists whotumed them on theîr sîde. So Bulgarian fascîsts at the risk 
of theîr lives taken by the anarchists, were fighting on the front against Franco. 

After 1936 the tension rises and anarchists and communists were constantly fighting each other on every 
issue. In 1938 the whole mwement was banned and chased by the fascist government. Every legal adivrty 
was banned. After the pact between the Nazis and the Communists from August 23,1939, the communists 
from the sobriety movement to conceal themselves from the frontline of the movement and the whole 
repressrve apparatus of the State was focused on the anarchists. Many of them were arrested and sent to 
concentration camps. 

Some of the names from the drug-free anarchists in Bulgaria active in 20s and 30s are: Ivan Balev, Alexander 
Sapundjiev, Delcho Vasilev, Boris Rizov, Boris Mirkcvenski, Georgi Popcv, Bogdana Nacheva, Vasil Stavrev, 
Georgi Sirakov, Velko Zidarov, Nikolay Yovchev, llia Petkanov, Georgi Hadjiev (one of the most famous 
Bulgarian anarchists), Tanya Vasîleva, Hristo ‘The Big’ Kolev (also one of the most famous anarchists), 
Tmofey Vbdenicharov, Veneta Tzoneva, Stoyan Tzolov, Cvyatko Petkov, Nikola Mladenov, Radka Russeva, 
QîsavetaVasileva, Metodi Panchev, andTomaTomov (who was nat very accepted în the anarchîst cîrcles but 
he was one of the most dedicated organizers in the abstinence movement). 

After the Bolshevik coup from Septerrver 9, 1944, the sobriety movement was restored. The first “free” 
congress of the movement is held in Sofia on October 28,1945. The activities of the movement were also 
restored. Wîth newspapers and pamphlets, lectures and debates on the issues of alcohol and tobacco 
consumption, dubsand groupsall aroundthe countryfbere were evenconcertsof local musicians in support 
of the sobriety movement. 

But the new sobriety movement lasts only 3 years, because the new totalitarism regime was also afraid of the 
sobriety movement and its antiauthorrtarian ideas. After 1948 a lot of the members of the sobriety movement 
and most of the anarchists in Bulgaria were arrested and put in the many Bolshevik concentration camps for 
polfttcal dissidents. For the good sake of the people, no one was accused of being put in jail because of 
sobriety.They we called "enemies of the people”, "spies”, “traitors” or so on. 

“Now, as l’m writing about rny memories from the sobriety movement, I started researchîng for any documents 
about it in the State archives but as ît seems, absolutely nothing was sent there. I guess, that at least the 
documentaţie n that was confiscated from rny own home was sent to the archrve, but it seems the cops were 
not interested in nothing el se than the list of people’s names, the people with “sober mind". I'm stili amazed why 
the Bolsheviks have crushed the Bulgarian sobriety movement that played an important role in our publicând 
cultural ie.The movement was shaped as militant but Progressive public movement. It wasn’t just a tagade to 
hide from the cops the anarchîst or other Progressive ideas of the people, but above aii, it was a necessîty of 
the working class people to live sober Irfe and fight for its liberation from all kinds of bosses and oppressors, the 
goal of the movement was the foundation of a new world without slaves or masters.Today we see a rampant 
spnead of drug use and abuse, smoking, alcoholism, and sex slavery. The Bulgarian intelligenoe is not 
interested in whafs happening with the youth anymore, because of its slavery to power and money.The 
corruption is not uncommon to medics, teachers and all kind of hîghly Intelligent greats. There’s a total 
degnadatîon. Only the total reorganization of the social life from the gnound up would eliminate these plagues 
of the societyl’ 



Hope you’ll find out about sober anarchists and revolutionaries in Romania as well. 

Sober living for the social revolution! 
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society is ignorance 




Every story has two sides. The life we lead in this so called “open” society is no 
exceptton, We see ourselves as free, liberated by the miracle of Science and 
thinking, yet we created a world that is built on a foundation of irsecurities and 
helplessness. We created the myth of a social contract that doesn s t tte you to your 
peers and fetlow men anymore, but to abstract institutions regulated by rigid 
systems, that create so called natural laws where in fact there are none, nor there 
is need for such laws. We ctaim raţionality while constantly feeding irrational fears. 
We are constantly raising fences and borders between u$ and the world, and 
between each other. We feed this perverted individualism that doesn’t seem likely 
to stop untii every man and woman will literally become an island, We caii ourselves 
a society, yet we degraded most social relations to nothing more but economical 
trade, judging every men and women by their capital, physîcal or social. And we still 
beiieve we are free. 

I see this dichotomy every day. It's so ingrained in every last one of us, that some 
even mistake it for human nature. Some see the fact that we are constantly at odds 
with each other and at odds with the world, as a rule of nature. After alt, aren't the 
fox and the rabbit constantly fighting for survival? As some still argue, competition 
is a part of evolution, a natural way to weed out the weak. We could argue forever 
about what is human nature, but at the end of the day I don't think anyone can argue 
that we don’t have an înclination towards cooperation, after aii we aren't foxes and 
rabbits, we aren't the hunter and the hunted. Why then do we live like we were? Why 
do we dream of a better world while accepting the certainty that we can't have it, 
that we need to constantly compete with each other? More so, why can’t we have 
the world we want? 

The great accomplishment of modernity is that we somehow managed to sweep 
under the rug most of our fears and inseeurities. We found through consumerism a 
quick fix to all of life's problems. “Are you depressed? It’s ok, we have something for 
that. Are you lonely? That's ok too, the TV can be your best frîend," The [ist can go 
on and on, it really seems that we found a solution for every symptom. What about 
the disease? Well, is there really any harm done if we can’t feel anything anymore? 

But we do feel the side effects. Once in a while all the suppressed frustration 
comes out and it takes some really ugly forms. Sometimes we are our own victims, 
but more often the bottled hate is directed at others, “others” that in one way or 
another, we see as different This is such a common practice that this form of hate 
has even taken on an institutionalized form. Although rarely upfront, the effects of 
such practices surface once in a whole and you don't even have to go far from home 
to see them. Just take a look at the people living on the garbage dump near Cluj, in 
Pata Rat. Some were evacuated from the city with police escorts, but most of them 



* * * 





I decided to address the 
case of Pata Rat, not 
because it is singular or 
because it is the closest to 
home, but because it is so 
striking. What was created 
there is literally a different 
world. Imagine 6 or 8 or even 
more people living in a 4x4 
metershack, Imagine sharing 
your room with 5 other people, without any running water, electricity and your 
only source of heat is an old stove, heated with plastic bottles or, if you’re lucky, 
with some old shoes. Imagine your front yard being literally a garbage dump. 
Imagine searching all day through tons of garbage to collect plastic bottles to 
sell, so you can barely survive. Imagine little kids playing all day through the 
garbage, around bulldozers and garbage trucks. Better yet, don’t just imagine 
this, but go see for yourself, because this is just one of the results of the world we 
are sustaining. 

How can we possibly justify this? Many argue that “the gypsies are lazy" and 
“the gypsies are thieves”, but are these kinds of arguments reat? If you go to the 
dump you wîll always see people gathering plastic. Not just at day time, but also 
at night, not just in the summer, but also in winter, doesn’t matter if it s s raining or 
the sun is shining, there are always people working like ants between the huge 
garbage piles. But somehow this isn’t enough for our own work ethic. Maybe it’s 
because they aren’t constrained by such rigid work schedule like we got used to, 
maybe, as someone pointed out, it’s because they are accustomed to getting 
their paycheck every day and not at the of the month like it’s “normal” for us, 
either way it doesn’t seem like a good reason to kick somebody out of society. I 
bring this up not because I believe that what we now caii “work” gives you some 
kind of indisputable worth, because I really don’t believe that, but because this is 
often the main argument for their rejection as people. 

I believe that the reason why we often choose to push aside those we see as 
different is actually a more personal one that then finds its way into more formal 
institutions. It’s a form of fundamentalîsm, but it isn’t born out of the fear that they 
somehow threaten our way of life, because let's be serious how can so few 
change the way millions are living, but it comes from this suppressed anxiety that 
our way of living enforces. We know that our current lifestyle is built on shaky 
ground, yet every commeroial, billboard, TV show and magazine tells us that we 
have found the promise land, that with enough work we can have anything we 
want. But in reality we can’t have everything, sometimes it’s even difficult to get 
the basics for surviving, but this doesn’t seem to be enough to stop us from 
competing and just say “hey, maybe we can’t have everything, but maybe there is 
just enough for everyone to have a meaningful and comfortable life!”. So this 
great contradiction artses: we live in the world of endless possiblllty yet, except a 
chosen few, we can never even come close to having all the things promised. 
This creates frustration, that we then bottle up inside so as not to disturb the 
“natural” way of things. 

* * ’k 
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The ones that end up experîencing our frustration are then the ones that, in some 
way or another, don’t conform to the “natural” order, This usually means gypsies, 
homeless persons, the unemployed and so on. It actually makes a lot of sense, 
because with or without them the system would stilI work, so they are the perfect 
outlet for anger and resentment without actually challenging the basic social norms. 
It has led to the creation of this whole structura of abuse and stigmatization that 
often seems to have become this unstoppable freight train. Why the need for such 
structures? It’s simple, because after alt, we are still human and we still feel empathy 
for one another. I don’t know anyone that could actually force someone to leave his 
or her home to then move on the garbage dump and l’m sure very few are capable of 
such cruel acts towards their fellow men. But this is where the police comes in. The 
only thing you need to keep a myth alive is to keep it away from home and out of 
thought, and the instruments of state repression are doing a very fine job at it. As 
long as you don’t know very much about someone then you can create whatever 
nonsense you want about him. 

It’s not the fault of the police though, after al! they are nothing but a tool. It’s our 
fault as a society, because we still refuse to actually challenge our own social 
norms, A quick fix here and a quick fix there, but the root of the problem is never 
addressed. I see this type of thinking in most people that do truly want to help the 
ones shunned by society, but they fatf to realize that they don’t only need chartty or 
a handout, but real human interactîon. For that you need both sides to open up and 
see each other as real human beings, but this is impossible îf you don’t learn to 
operate outside the convetional power structures. There is no doubt in my mind that 
any governmental or non-governmental projects that don't address this issue wtll 
always fail in actually making a reconciliation between “us" and “them”. It literally 
means just talking to people that we see as different, it’s the simplest way to break 
the chains of ignorance and social distance, but for thiis we need to rethink 
everythîng, from the way we live our daily lives, to the way we express and act as 
political beings. 

So, before thinking about a new chant against racism or about what antifascism 
really is, remember that we are talking about real people here. Don’t let your 







personal gratification get in the way of actually making a better world for them and 
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Part 1 


So, when my good friend Alee asked me if I wanted 
to write something for the new LMA Zine, I got 
excited of course! We’ve talked millions of times in 
our conversations about schools, jobs, degrees 
and all that shit. So I decided to write something 
about the role of the degrees in our lives and the 
impact the system’s propaganda has on our 
self-determinatton. I had already written an artîcle 
about that for my blogspot [feraeHiatuiaex^ 
but ifs tn greek, so there is a chance some of these 
same words to be spread worldwide through 
LxMxAx (sic!). 

The society we live in is sfructured on the basis values of the 
system of total oppression, of civilization, of destruction of 
every naturat behavior and instinct. This civilized structura has 
built specific roads through which we have to walk our lives. 
Anything dîfferent from that is consîdered dangerous and risky. 

All of this starts from the institution of the family. If we take it for granted that the parents are total 
slaves of this system, then it ! $ absoluteiy obvious that they will impose the same old vaiues on their 
children. Values like obedience to the elders no matter what, studies over joy and life, and a job 
above everything el se. Anything that brings us joy is consîdered to be a hobby. Love is a hobby, 
After the institution of family comes proudly one of the biggest frauds that the state has come up 
with, the educaţional system (school, col lege, everything in it) [Şcoala suge puia!! Hahaha!!] withîn 
the limits of the school, the individual is taught about conformity, obedience to all teachers, state 
education, Iîes about history, prohîbîtion of spontaneous activities and much more. So this prison 
look-alike raises the students in order to become good citizens in the society, good workers and 
have good families with good chitdren. We are taught that we have to go to the university to study 
about our future jobs. So we can have a degree, get paid for our work, then spend our useful time 
for meaningless things or even have the privilege to become bosses so we can exploit others. It is 
more than obvious that these rules and roles seen by society clearly râpe our self-determination, 
our dreams, hopes and lives. 


SIT IV IVAM< OUT The dominant society has spread all over our 

minds that we have to follow the perfect recipe 
in order to be successful and happy. But 
happiness does not fit with things that we do not 
want to do. Happiness lies in freedom of 
dreaming, choosing and living, all these three 
combined in the actual present. 


By Nikos 







Education, in its true form is not in the universities, 
schools, state instîtutions or fancy lEbraries, True 
knowledge comes from communication with our 
envtronment (nature, humyn-non humyn animals). 
The Earth and the whole nature has a lot to teach us, 
if we live in it in peace with all creatures. the rejectîon 
of the state and civilized instîtutions is a first step we 
i could take, among many other revolutionary 
activities. Creaţing our own paths in this world for our 
iives, celebratîng each breathing moment and 
burning their values to the ground. Degrees are 
* useless if we are truiy free. tt s s in our own hands to 
choose if we wanna be free or captive. Make your 
own path andll 


mi 


Part 2 

It all started when I was 18.1 was fresh off the highschool bench when I had to decide my whole 
faith în just a few days. Choose a university and a career, Back then I had passEons, I was En Iove 
with art’s history, but I was also flirting with the idea of journalism. Back then I was so naive...1 
thought I couid do them both, After less than one year since I started university. my feelîngs 
towards higher education was going downhill. I let art’s hîstory go and I chose to do only 
journalism. I can’t really teii you why I did this or what my motives were to choose one over 
another. 

Anyway, in our wonderful Bologna school system, I would normal!y need 3 years to finîsh the 
university and then move on and continue with my life, start working my slave ass up the pyramid. 
I am in the 5th and hopefully the last year in the university. After some personal problems who 
brought all my positivity down, i decided to take a year off the University and after a discussion 
with my parents I managed to transfer my sorry ass to dEstance learning. I didn’t manage to fit in 
with the other students. I am sure this happens to many of us and so distance learning was the 
the best solution for me. Since then, I don’t have to go to 
courses and classes, I just have to sustain a good 
relationship with the secretary/counselor and do almost 
all my exams in a form of a project. My grades escalated 
a lot and I have made progress in the understanding this 
mysterious wortd of journalism and research in a way I 
couldn’t have done it in the normal system. But even 
with these positive aspects, the frustration grows and l 
am still upset with all this. 

I see that many of the people around me struggle trough 
University. Some of my closest friends dropped out of 
universities and started another one. It’s a super easy 
and obvious example that 18 year old kids shouldn’t be 
forced to choose what they want to do with "the rest of 
their lives”. 

The social pressure is huge, at least around Roman Ea. In 
these days, anyone who wants to have superior studies 
has a great chanoe of doing it, A huge percentage of the 
Roman ian youth has now a University Degree, Maşter 
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Degree and some make theîr PhD too. And I can totally understand this, It’s a lot easier to study 
than working like a slave for fuck knows what corporations. 

If you don’t have a highschool diploma, your pay check will be smaller. If you don't have a 
Bacalaureat diploma, your pay check will be smaller. If you don't have superior studies, your pay 
check will be smaller. This is if you can get a stupid job in the first place. Companies and 
corporations take advantage of this system so they can give less money to their slaves. It’s 
basically all about that, So, we finish highschool, our parents teii us to go to university. If we don’t 
they will have to deal with...”what will everyone else say?”...the judgment of their work 
colleagues... so, many many of us, choose university and do our best to keep studying so we 
don’t have to go deeper înto the system and get a fucking job. 

Why should we even get that fucking job? I know for sure that l never want to work in this system 

"I am an Anarchist! Wherefore I will 
Not rule, and also ruled I will not be!” 

In any kind of work we could find in the job market, you will always be either ruled or rule upon. 

I don’t want to be part of this system. Capitalism has brought Earth to destruction. Capitalism 
made slaves out of each and everyone of us. Capitalism made people less radical and erased 
criticai thinking from people’s mind, Capitalism is the easy way trough this tlfe, You can either do 
your best to resist it orfall into it’s trap. It's easy to be comfortably settled into a job you don’t really 
hate, so in return, you can buy shit, or even worse, "survive”. Surviving isn't about having the 
money to pay your bills and pay for food made by the rich. We are just like some farm animals for 
them. They feed us and keep up alîve just so they can get profit out of us, Don’t be fooled by their 
promises of endless possibilities and chances. There are none. We are just profit for them and 
nothing much. That is why the put us in schools so they can prepare an army of blind workers. 
Those who aren’t lucky enough to own those diplomas and degrees will be their cheap labour. 
Those who resist, will be forever their enemîes. What’s even worse îs that they have gotten into 
the masses heads and now society judges those who resist. Trough the all seeing eye of society, 
we, the non workers, the radical minded students, the unemployed, the minorities, the 
immigrants, the poor, the social cases (gypsies, homeless, immigrants, take whatever example 
you want} we are all beggars and leeches. Many people think that we are suckîng all the money 
from the state, while THEY, the slaves of the system, do all the hard work for us... 

It wouldn’t be like this if it weren’t for this stupid system that makes us all slaves. If you choose not 
to be like them, you drive yourself to alienation. Thus, afraid of alienation and/or from simple pure 
Iove and respect for the blrth givers, we go to universities, get jobs, fall into this routine and we 
lose our lives. 





PLASTIC AIN'TFANTASIC! 


IVn gonna get sîraight to it what the hell makes plastic so attractive? It 
surcounds us, we are practically dependent on it.. (no, l’m not talking about 
oxygen!) We got plastic in our fbod, clothes, house, household îtems. pipes. 
electronics aaand many more (look around). Td Iove it to easily biodegrade or be 
recycled, but guess what; there ane many types of plastic and that doesn't really 
matter, because the ones that biodegrade the fastest thanks to modern 
technological ingenuity, are the most expansive and are not commonly used 
(yet). One example would be “environmentally friendly plastic bags', but through 
the making of the bags, carbon becomes methane.There are also ‘plastic' bags 
make from com and they don r t give oft more methane than othercom products, 
Among the things that are unnecessarily manufactured stand plastic bags; 
they are basically shit, which, at the store, you pay a so called eco-tax for. Hows 
that? Welt, ever since they got popular in the world, they are also a oonsiderable 
part of our world’s toxic waste, They make them, you buy and throw them away the next minute, you pay pollution tax because you 
pollute. I'm talking about plastic shopping bags or plastic litter bags (which were not a necessity back in the day when this world was 
not buried in garbage, damnit! and ifs plastic bought specitîcally to be thrown away). So hene are some drawbacks of having them 
around. 

Scary statistics show that the “energy used to make about 9 plastic bags is equivalent to the energy it takes to drive a car one 
kilometer’.Thafs because polyethylene (PE * the most common plastic) is a byproductof petroleum and natural gas which, when 
breaking down, creates greenhouse gases. However, they need to be transported to destination using significant amounts of fuel 
and creating another set of emissions, which keeps the oii industry exploitmg without intermission. It takes a few human lifetimes for 
them to photodegrade (and not even biodegrade) and need to be collected as much as possible and that's not forfrea either (such 
a great use of money.J.They say plastic bags can be recycled.. that is, if they get to recycling units..They’re blown away by winds 
(even from landfill) and float lofly in the ar, ending up on trees, fenoes, waterways, drains, rivers, beaches and finally, into the sea r 
one way or another.This toxic non-biodegradab!e plastic will choke and kill marine life (-100.000 killed each year), because the poor 
creatures think it’s food (and if they ingest it, it will mess up their digestive System * you wouldn't want to be unconsciously eating 
plastic, now, would you?) orgettangled in it. 

Ifs enough damage for one product and these are just a few reasons why NOT to use them anymore, I donl give a flying shit 
about plastic bag manufacturing businesses, or Chain store publieity.TakeTaiwan for example: they banned plastic bags and plastic 
utensils and reduced their waste by 60.000 metric tons/year Other countries, such as China, Ireland, Australia, Bangladesh, have 
either also banned or put restrictbns on them. I don't think Romania has given any attentbn to this, but the problem here is much 
greater and it doesnl involve plastic bags onlyThe forest and riverbanks would look amazing without the touch of random waste left 
behind on Sunday redneck barbecues. ^ 

It is said that problem with bans is that theyre an invasion into private business and such invasion is often 
warranted when great economic and environmenta! damage is done by a product, which must be replaced by /wjMl j J> | 
something safe. But altemafives to plastic shopping bags already exist - tote bags made out of cottcn JheyVe \?MMB 1 
pretty popular and eco-fashionable (haha). They re spacious, usually have nice prints and they’re also easy to make^ăjl jjfj 
(out of Tshirts for example) - all you need îs a Irttle patience, 'cause you got plenty of motives; or at least re~use the |l^ 

pl astic bags you have. As for the plastic I itter bags, you may remember that our grandparents (or maybe parents, also) 
used to put newspapers in the bin, which would later be emptied into the main bîn, but I guess people find 
that messy now. Considering that paper is partly biodegradable, it may seem like a good idea, ‘cause it sure as A * f \ 
hell won’tbe recycled this way,. 


THE OCEAN'S DEADLIEST PRE0ATOR. 


RS,: “earty plastics were bio-dertved materials, such as egg and blood-proteins, which are 
organic polymers. Treated cattle horns were used as Windows for lantems in the Middle Âges. 
Materials that mimicked the properties of homs were developed by treating milk-proteins (casein) 
with lye.' ! 
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It'sa big turning point in my life; it’s one of those moments you 
redefine things and think about whaî you’ve done so far. 
Things have changed drasticalty for me and the outside 
appearances would indicate that l'm lost, gone from 
hardcore-but l’m not, When I think back and reflect on my 
life’s worth, I can't help but think how fucking rruch hardcore 
has given me * and still gives me, I am grateful to say that 
hardcore has shaped me in so many ways: pma, integrity, 
brotherhood, respect, the straight edge, veganism, al! these 
great things that l've picked up through hardcore. Every day I 
am grateful for these mentioned above, and the endless 
good limes! 


But still, sometimes I feel that the search is far from finished. I like to live with hardcore as my lighthouse, but then 
again I have to always look further .. 


I know that in hardcore circles, the majorlty turns its head 
when people try to do some soulsearching or even take a 
spiritual turn. What’s the big deal? Why can’t we let 
people be free and make their own choices, follow their 
own path? The inability to accept such things one of the 
reasons why kids grow out of hardcore, because the 
parameters are too tightly set and sometimes are to strict 
to be crossed Aren't we supposed to be free? I for one 
seriously don’t care what people (in the hardcore scene 


or anywhere else) would think about me and my choices. If I want to follow some path III do it, because I know the 
moment I stop listening to other people’s dictations and criticism, is the moment I have started counting on my true 
seif. ‘True seif (or the search for it): that's my own definition of spirituality. AII I want to do is defy the norms and take 
things as far as possîble, and find myself. In order to do that I have to go backto the essence, to make things simple 
and unlearn. 


The hardcore scene is a revolving door of people, beliefs and attitudes. I have seen all kinds of things happen, Tve 
seen honest hardcore kids who came out of nowhere turn into FB scenesters with huge egos; l've experienced the 
bitter attitudes and jaded sarcasm that most older hardcore kids have; l’ve sadly watched people with rebellious and 
charismatic natures turn into grown-ups with nothing but boring day jobsand alcohol addictions, But then again, l’ve 
seen many high fives, stage dives, and the greatest supportcoming for no reason, just for the sake of helping others. 













































There is a choiee, as you can see. We don't have to blame hardcore for 
anything, cause the choice is actually personal. It's all about the direction 
“ we will follow, what kind of quality and energy we ultimately choose to 

hi»*».. ¥ channel în our everyday lives, In this way hardcore becomes greaî again, 

a real life-changer that constantly inspires, motivates and stays fresh, It's 
my fype of soul-searching and spiritual living. 

U When 1 talk about s P iritua,it y ancf hardcore, I don’t mean being into 
Krishna Consciousness or Buddhism or Christian hardcore or something, 
These thlngs are well enough if you think they are for you. But for me, it's 
all about tuning into the value I want to have in my life. If we can only stop 
^ A# W and listen we will indeed find that better way that suits us, some way to live 

which is fulfilling for us personally, and which will make us grow and also 
help others. If we try to Glose out the noise and start listening, we’ll find it, 
That's all. It's time to try and overcome the all the pain, the hate and the negative stuff we’ve experienced 
consciously or subconsciously, and try to heal f mend, help change. Otherwise, what’s the point of sticking in 
hardcore? Just to be cool, mosh and buy things that will be outdated next year or the year after? 


As this article reaches towards the end (thanks for reading it ■ heyl), I just reinstate a belief I always had: that we can 
indeed be ALL we ever wanted to be in this life. It’s easy; we just have to do away with the bad and cultivate the positive. 
I don't care about being self-righteous or holy or pure. It’s all about truly living. Some of us will reach great heights, 
some of us will shine bright and impress the worid, but at the end of the day it's more important to be all you can be for 
yourself and those around you. All else is trivial. If there îs a L: true seif’ 1 , we will only find it by letting ourselves go, forget 
our egos and live freely, in a way that personally fulfîlls and inspires. So the road is open in front of us every single, 
consecutive moment. There are surely many good options to choose from, and I truly wish that we will find them. 


WE MUST ACT TOFREE OURSELVES AND THOSE AROUND US 
WE MUST ACT TO FREE OUR MINDS & SOULS 

-Justice, “Activate” 


Peace out, Youth out - FotisTxYxS. February 2012. 


Dedicated to ever-imoortant role of fanzines in hardcore., 
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"Hetlo. My name is Taytor—and ] 
am a nomad. Somewhere along 
the way in life I gave up a 
sedentary lifestyle and hit the 
road, always moving somewhere 
new, seeking new experiences. I 
cant explain exactly what makes 
me move...except to say that I 
have this wanderlust inside of 
me that drives me on, to feel the 
earth spin beneath my feet, to 
wake up and see a new horizon, 
feel a fresh breeze against my 
face.,..to be a stranger in a 
strânge land. Please dont ask me 
when I am going to stop travelling, I will stop when it’s time to stop. I won’t know until I get there. 
Hope to see you somewhere along the way 1 ' 

It was one year ago when I first met Taylor. My partner at that time was the lucky person to recetve 
a couchsurfing request from him, when he was looking for vegan straightedge hosts in Bulgaria. 
I was waiting at the Vasil Levski’s monument in the center of Sofia when Voanna and Taylor 
arrived. Then we went to the regular couchsurfing meeting where Taylor was the guy with the 
biggest beard and backpaek, talking with everyone and sharing his incredible hifchhiking stories 
from all over the world. We were jealous because the people were stealing him from us in our first 
evening with him. 

Weve spent the next days with him walking around Sofia, buying vinyl records from a second 
hand record store, dumpster-diving, tea drinkîng, making pancakes (Taylor was the maşter of 
pancakes flipping). He was also teaching us how to juggle. Something he is using to impress 
drivers when hitchhiking and killing time on the road. We were always interested to hear his 
amazing stories from all the places where he has been. 

Our first hitchhiking with him used to be when we went to Plovdiv for the Bear Trap and Witch Cult 
gig there. We packed our backpacks with vegan food that we cooked for the bands and left in the 
morning. It was also my first hitchhike with Yoanna. The weather was amazing and everything 
went smooth. Taylor was sleepy, so he decided to stay at home and come later. He came to the 
venue right before the start of the show. It was a great gig and at that show it was the first time 
when I heard “I Iove you" from my partner. After the show we were sleeping in the attic of our 
friend who is booking the gigs in Plovdiv. There was no light inside the attic and it was very cold. 
Bear Trap and Witch Cult guys were sleeping in the small room next to us. On the next day when 
we were hitchhiking together with him back to Sofia he told us how he couldn’tfind the key when 
he was going out to come to Plovdiv, so he climbed outside the window and jumped from the 
second floor using his vegan superpowers. We thought he was joking but he wasn’t joking at aii. 
He really climbed, slipped through and jumped from the second floor (around 10 meters high) of 
the block where I was living, The guy who picked us was a Greek guy living in Sofia who was at 
a dubstep party in Plovdiv the night before, he offered us hashish and was amazed how we are 
not using any iegal or iilegal drtigs. Actual ly Taylor is vegan straightedge for a really long time and 
he has never ever tried any drugs or alcohol in his life.The driver smoked his hashish alone and 
gave aglowing in the dark wristband from the dubstep party last night to Taylor, as a giftfrom him. 
He was amazed by the hitchhiking stories of Taylor who was telling him about hitchhiking in the 
deserts of Australia where he was picked up for a ride by drug dealers and crystal meth 
producers, staying on the backseat while the guys were driving with guns in their pants and 
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prostrirtes steying onthe seat nexttothem. Next dayswere stilt great but hefell in Iove wifi a Bulgarian girl, so we were 
jeaJousagaînbecausesarieomwassiealirig himfnomusagah 

His next destinatton after Sofia was hrtchhikingto France whete he was meeling hisfether with whomthey wsre going 
to makethe famous Camino De Santiago (The Way of St. James) v\alktogether.The second time when he arrived in 
Sofia was when larfomyparlnerwsrestsying in the forest. Pue got a phonefrom a Bulgarian driver (Tayloris not only 
dunpster-dven vegan and straightedge nomad, but he ts also tiavelling without a mobile phone} telling me where 
Teylor was going to wart for me. tt was a gas station very laraway fnom the forest where we hawe been at the moment, 
but 1 decided to run to go there. When I metTaylor I was so fired, It was such an intense day.The things betweenT^lor 
and his Bulgarian girtfriend were notgoing vsry well and she refused to go tiavelling aiound the world together with him. 
ButweVe spent arother great time with him. \Afe were very sad when he left us again. 

On the third time when he arrived we were already livi ng in a new Hat and we had a dog and 41 ittie cats at home. I v^asn’t 
at home atthattime but he metYoannafor a very shorttime. He aJso helped my flatmate with repairing the broken tube 
of Ihe sink in the kitchen and ga/e a nice minor toVoanna Ihat he fomd when djmpster dving. We were staying in 
tough through email and he was oontinuing to share amaang stories ftom the road.You can nead his ftst email from 
2013 here^ttpy/diyoonspiracy. net1ndex.phpfeatures r col umna'l49-2012-arxîther-^ear-orvthe-road 
In Mardi 2013 we heand thatTaylor died in a car aocident hitchhiking in Chad, Africa, it was a big sbockfor us and I still 
carît bel iove Tayl or is not coming to Sofia anymone. He was the best guy ever and everyone who ever met him 
somewhere aiound Ihis smali World would hawe something in foeir hearts from his great personality and his amazing 
stories from Ihe noad or debates about politics, veganism and erwiionmentalism,T^lor is also one of the founders of 
Rural Couchsurfing projectand other pnojeetsfor sustainability and bwering frie impact of human dvilizabon awer the life 
on the Earth. When he died in Mardi 2013 he was hitehhiking back home to Canada where he was going to start 
another envinonmentalist project for peopto to gather and borrcw hiking equi pment for free. 

We'll always \oje you, Taylor. AII the jotes and great times together, your passion for freedom and how you mate 
everyone aroind you happy 

httpyMww.cc^^ org^peo^e^xrathingxhek^badoî/ 

’1 think you really shodd mate a radical change înyour lifestyle and begin to boldfy do things which you may previously 
nwer hawefoought of doing, or been tohesitantto attempt So many peoptelive within unhappy droumstancesand yet 
will not tate the iniţiative to change their situation because they are conditioned to a life of security canformity, and 
conservatism, all of which may appear to give one peace of mind, but in reaJity nothing is more damaging to foe 
adventurous spirit wifriin a man than a secune futinaThe very basic coib of a mans livfng spirit 1$ his passion for 
adventuraThe joy of Ife comes from ourencounters with new experienoes, and hence there is no greater joy than to 
have and endlessly changing horizon, for each day to have a new and difierent sui Jyou wantto get more oul of life, 
you must lose yoir inclination for monotonous secuiily and adopt a hefter-skelter style of life that will at fi rst appear to you 
to be crazy. But once you become aocustomed to such a life you will see its full meaning and its incredible beauty. 

Dont settle dcwn and sit in one place. Move around, be nomadic, mate each day a new horizon. 

You are wrong ff you thirk joy emanartes onfy or priropaJIy from hunan relationships. God has laced itaJI aiound usl is 
in everything and anything we might experience. We just have to have the oouragetotum against our habitual lifestyle 
and engage in unconventional 
living. 

My point is that you do not 
need me or anyone else 
around to bring this new kind 
of light in your life, It îs simply 
waiting out there for you to 
grasp it, and all you have to do 
is reach for it.The only person 
you are fightfng is yourself and 
your stubbornness to engage 
in new circumstances” 

—Chris McCandless 
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First off, to make one thing clear, I see veganism as a boycott of an 
industry that in the name ol profit causes immense pain and sutfering to 
non-human and human animals alike. An industry that enforces the usual 
relations of power glorified within the capitalist system: from plani owner to 
plant manager, from plant manager to assembly line worker, from assembly 
line worker to the animals raised for consumption, everyone has its place in 
the gold rush we caii the “free” market. Needless to say, theîr positîons are 
anything but equal and it’s the lower level workers and the animals that get 
the short end of the stick. The first are forced to sell their time and body for a 
meager pay while stuck on the assembly line doing the same repetitive task 
for their whole work week. The others pay with their lives. 

ts the animal business any different 
than any other profit driven industry? 


No t it is not. Just Mke the relation a 

between owner and employee is one 
essentially based on exploîtation, so is the W 

relation between humans and animals* J S " 

The difference between the two is that, ţ * 

although they may have the same end ' t 

result (see sweatshops), the abuse 

towards animals is a standard in the animal exploîtation industry, while the 
existence of sweatshops and bad working eonditions here and there are 
usually considered just flaws in the design, and are generally expected to go 
away with time and practice, This îs bullshit of course, as these eonditions 
are usually seen as a just trade oft for cheaper products and high profit rates 
The problem that arises here is that while the rest of the industry can 
functîon dîfferently under the direct control of the workers, the animal 
industry can’t* No matter what system our society embraces, the basic nature 
of animal exploîtation remains. The only solution to end the exploitatîon is to 
lay to rest animal use as a whole* This has pushed many to say that the 
animal rights movement is an anti-human movement, oppressive towards the 
farmers that rely on animal use for their survival* But this is nothing but an 
overstatement, what we propose îs for everyone to be responsible for their 
own actions and the way they affect others* To claim that some farmers 
should not even consider the existence of an alternative just because they 
have some divine predisposition to be animal exploîters, is classism at its 
best 



A ren 't humans and animals different? 

Of course we are. We see the world through our 
own cultural spyglass, we create our environment not 
just based on natural urgencies but also on our own 
cultural needs, while other anîmals may just react to 
the environment around them. I say “may react” 
because it J s virtually impossîble to see the world they 
see. We are different, but does that mean anything to 
the pain and abuse we are both subjected to? I think not. The fact that we 
can put the pain into context doesn’t mean that much when we are trapped 
in a cage and beaten by our oppressors, in that instance we are all irrational 
animals. And isn’t that what the capitalism needs, an army of irrational 
machines made of flesh and bones? Aren’t we all animals on the assembly 
line? 



Isn’t eating animals the natural order of being? 


Maybe, if we lived 3 million years ago in a savanna where fruits were 
scarce and we had to compete with top predators. Even then, we were at 
first scavengers and not the killers we became with the invention of tools and 
weapons. But do we truly need the animal protein we consume now? The 
medical evidence (see cancer and osteoporosis) and the fully functioning 
humans that live on vegetables point to “no”, so why the need to kill and eat 
humans? The truth is, in most parts of the world, it remains a cultural 
imperative, often enforcing masculinity and the godlike position of masters 
of the natural world. But culture changes. The only thing constant about one 
culture is that it is in a state of constant change. The change can be made by 
interaction with other cultures or by the people that play out the culture in 
their everyday lives. To say that something is set in stone just because we 
are taught it is common practice, is a huge disregard to the way humanity 
actually functions. 



Veganism as a final goal? 

I wholeheartedly oppose the idea that 
veganism is in itself a final goal. Although 
ending animal oppression is the desîred 
end-goal, this can only come with the 
eradication of capitalism itself. For this, 
animal liberation îs just one branch of the 
general struggle towards an egalitarian 
world. It is a goal that can be achîeved only 
by ending human exploitation and 
dismantling all institutionalized relations of 


relations of power. The consumerist notion of veganism is just another way of 
legitimizing an obscene system, just lîke any other notion of conscious 
consumerism, it does not see past the neo-liberal agenda of a market dictated 
by demand and supply. In the same way we need to caii the bullshît of those 
who see veganism as just a personal choice, li is indeed a personal choice but 
just as opposing racism is a personal choice, or the way that feminism is a 
personal choice, Labeling something as a lifestyle choice is a personal 
favorite of the leftists/communîst/anarchist activista for detracfing a struggle, 
but how can something not be a lifestyle choice? Don’t we all what to live the 
utopia we struggle for? 


Beyond veganism 


Veganism, when it*s not just a consumerist choice, is a powerful catalyst. 
It makes you more aware of the world around you, it connects you to your tood, 
it makes you aware of animal and human suffering, it is for many the wake-up 
caii, But we must not stop at the point where it is just another part of the 
market, We must see veganism as something that is about ending animal 
suffering as much as it îs about ending human suffering, and that means 
veganism must be something lîberatîng for all and inherently anti-capitalist. 
None is free until all are free, human and animal! 

V , 



The story of the newborn kitty starts on a Saturday morning, 7 o 
clock, My friend Fieldy called me about a small kitten she found 
in a trashcan on the Street, but which she could n't take care of it 
herself. I started right away to question if the kitty would survive, 
because a newborn cat shouldn't be separated from her mother 
in her first month of life. I met her and she gave me the kitten so 
I could take it immedlately to a vet. Together with Vlad, Alee and 
Mishu we went at an emergency vet Office and asked for help. 

The doctor wasn't very helpful though, he gave us a few pointers 
on how to feed him and keep him warm, but he didn't seem very 
convinced that the kitty will survive. He needs his mother for 
breastfeeding, for the warmth and the thoughtfulness of hers. We took him at my place where I could make 
him a nice, warm box where he can sleep. We bought a kitten milk formula (an alternative for the breast 
milk, remember: never feed newborn kîttens cow milk!!!) and I fed him with a special rubber nipple, The 
first days he drank around 3ml of formula, and after one week around 7ml [Again, FYI don't feed the kitten 
with a syringe because it can cause water to accumulate in the lungs!]. After I fed him, I had to rub him 
between his feet so he could pee. This is really important because kittens can't pee on their own in the first 
few weeks. For the warmth in the box 1 used two 1/21 bottles of almost boi led water, which 1 wrapped the 
two in a jumper, I usually do all this stuff every 4 hours, because kittens need greater attention, so If you 
need to take care of a newborn kitten remember you have to feed him, rub him and change the warm water 
every 4 hours. 

The newborn kitten was only 2-3 days old, you could actually see his umbilical cord, his eyes were closed 
and his fur color is black. The first days he would just eat, pee and sleep. After a couple of days he opened 
his eyes (light blue!) and he would start using his limbs in a more natural way. He is healthy now and I'm 
sure he will survive!!! We were four hoi polloi taking care of a kitty, Vlad and Alee came almost every day to 
see how the little cat is doing. Vasi (my apartment colleague) and I have a night and day shift and we always 
change it, so we won't get too tired. We are having a great time helping the little pet and we know we try 
our best to do so, The last thing we have to do now is to find him a name. 

I also have a 7 month old black tomeat named Pech (german for bad luck or pitch). At first he would hiss at 
the little kitten; actually he hated me the first two days after we brought him and he used to hiss me and 
everything that smelled lîke any other cat, haha, but he got used after a while and now he really likes him! 
I think both of them will make a great team when they'll grow older! 

Finally I want to flip off every person who throws hls\hers pet on the Street! I think this is a really cruel way 
to deal with this kind of problems, The thing that upsets me the most is that people throw black pets on the 
streets because of stupid superstitions: it brings bad luck to have black pets home. All animals should be 
treated equally no matter what color, species or age tihey are! But we live in a society where individuals and 
animals are not treated equally. A person who is violent to animals is usually violent in other areas of his 
life as well. Animals can feel pain, and it isn’t right to inflict pain on them by being cruel to them, 
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Vocea Animalelor (Voice of the Animals) is a newly formed II 
collective from Cluj Napoca that aims to shed some light on I 
how animal are treated for the comfort of human beings. We H 
had our first event in March, where we cooked some super | 
duper vegan treats (you will fînd the recipe in fhis zine), we ; 
watched Behind the Mask and afterwards we danced and II 
sang along with Dasa Fon Flasa. Everythîng went absolutely i 
awesome, lots of people showed up and ît looks like people 11 
are interested in what we are doing and even want to join! 

The venue where we held the event wa$ a small basement. It got really crowded, as we weren't 
expecting so many people be interested in the topic of animal liberation. Very nice surprise! 
Along with some new faces and old and not so old friends, we got together and watched the 
documentary Behind the Mask. Not everyone could fit in unfortunately, one friend told us how he 
wasn’t able to see the movie, but the expressîons on peoples* faces pretty much told the whole 
story of the film. 


l*ftRTII.Ofa:20^ n 


After the screening, Dasa Fon Flasafrom Slovakia played a superb acoustic show. The song that 
got stuck in my head the most, sounded like this: “Dead flowes for dead people!” - which we all 
sang along! It was a great show and ît’s been a while since we had so much fun at a show. It was 
awesome how so many were singing along to Slovakian lyrics, that obviously no one had a clue 
what they mean. The band/public communication was amazing and I can say l feel super lucky 
that I met these people! 

When the show was over, the party continued with some music we carefully chosen, from True 
Nature, to 7 generation’s No other way and the punk anthems from Los Fastidios: ANIMAL 
LIBERATION OOOOH! 

There was a small info booth atthe event, where we had aflyerand some stickers. For the sticker 
design we used some pictures made by Jo-Anne McArthur within the projeet "We Animals”. It is 
an amazing projeet and everyone should check it out: http://www.weanimals.org 
All in all, the even went very well and people seemed to be very open about what animate used 
by humans go through and what can be done to protect them. We hope we opened some eyes 
and made some question their own choices and beltefs. This ÎS, of course, just the beginning for 
Vocea Animalelor! contact: 

Go Vegan! .^0 A voceaanimalelor.cifatliiseuD.net 


A voce a 

NIMALELOR 







Every month, something very wonderful happens in Cluj-Napoca. 

People of all social backgrounds and ages get together to redistribute 
their belongings, to interact, to learn new things, to offer or search 
different Services and to share a warm meal and a cup of tea or coffee. 

All this without money or any other form of exchange.The event is called 
Piaţa Autonoma Cluj (Cluj Autonomous Market) and it takes place roughly every last 
Sunday of the month. It is an open event where everyone is welcomed to share their 
belongings and skills, but, most important, it is a space where everyone can interact on the 
same level, regardless of class or social status, where people are free to be people again. 

The PAC is basically a reinstatement of the gift economy, a model that has stood at the 
basis of human interaction long before the capitalist way of thinking thought us that people 
should always try to get a profit of each-other. It is in a way a very natural way of 
redistributing society’s resources and skills, 

We are now waiting for the 4th edition of the Autonomous Market, which this month will 
take place on the 24th, at the same tranzit.ro space that has hosted the last 2 editions. 
Although this only the 4th time we gather for the PAC, it really seems like we have been 
doing this for quite a long time. It is because we got to meet so many new people, to hear 
so many touching stories and to make so many new friends since we started doing this. 
Although it is still the beginning, for me this has been one of the most rewarding projects 
we were ever a part of. It really made us feel and work like a community, not just individuals. 
From the late night cooking sessions to the mornings when we set up the space, from the 
long meetings to the many trips to markets around town to getfood (for free!!!), it convinced 
me that there is still hope for us to change something as a community, that there is a real 
alternative to capitalism and blind competition. 

I could go on and on about all the different stories I heard from people that, if not for the 
PAC, I would have never met, but I think it is best for everyone to experience this for 
themselves and make their own memories, because if you truly get involved you will 
defiantly leave with more than you came in with. Remember, this space is open to 
everyone, just let your preconceptions at the door. 








Ort the 20th of October 2012, somewhere at the foothills of the 
majestic Carpathian Mountains, fook place a small D.I.Y. 
festival cal led Le ave Me Alone fest. It was held în a small 
house just near the edge of the forest- Most of the people were 
already there on the 19th, so we can have more time to 
"prepare . Hang out, basically! We a || cooked and prepared the place 

We woke up pretty early on the 20th. In this small together, The furnitura in the house was 
house near the forest 4 bands were getting ready replaced by the sound system. Sound check 
to play: Vera Renczi the newly formed check check! I was nervous. I was wondering 
powerviolence bând from Cluj, I stared into the if the neighbors will caii the police. There was 
forest and Coins as Portraits, our a house wall to wall with u$..,but they had 
screamo/mathcore and experimental grindcore been informed in advance by a responsible 
friends from Braşov and La Casa Fantom the adult (who had no idea what we were 
forest collective drum&bass crust duo from planning) that there will be some noise today. 
Norway. It was destîned to be epic! So, then the show started! 

We woke up, ate some food, drank our coffee and Vera Renczi played first, followed by I stared 
went out trough the forest and near the lakes. It j n to the forest and Coins as portraits, When 
was just a nice day outside with our friends doing Casa Fantom were next, they blasted their 
a great thing together, I learned that the nuts of the forest music, At one point I was standing near 
Beech tree are edible. I had no idea. Nom nom. I a wall and felt it vibrate. It was indeed epic. I 
was imagining salads with beech nuts! We even have to admit that at one point I started 
picked up some mushrooms, which got all weird in nervously to look at the door, expecting an 
our bags and tasted like crap, but oh welL.we angry mob or police. But nope, everything 
tried. I plan to get a mushroom book this year, so I went super smoothly and nice! 
can get to know mushrooms and EAT THEM. I After the show, we hanged out some more 
suggest everyone to do the same. But of course, and then, personally I went to sleep. When I 
be caretul. After a wonderfu! walk in the woods, on woke up, the friends from Braşov were already 
the hills and near the lakes, we met all the other gone, and the room the show was held was 
friends we had to meet and by the time ît was dark, back in place. You couldn't teii there had been 
everyone has arrived. a show there a night before. We cooked for 

People from all over the country... Sibiu, one last time together, cleaned the place and 
Timişoara, Braşov, Cluj, Bistriţa, Tirgu Mureş. It then, we all went back to our shitty towns. I 
was the great summit of friends within the can't tind the words to thank the people who 
hardcore scene of Romania. have supported this fest enough and we hope 

We all cooked and prepared the place together, to do it again this year! Unity! ~ 












How to make your own cardboard and paper? 


Well, it's easy. But before telling Ihe process ; ! should unde^ine the fad that it would be gneat not only to necycle your own paper, but whatyou 
can find in Ihe citytooîThere are a lot of super/hypeimarketsthathave theirmagazineswith theirprodudsand what not, what not. But the very 
big problem is that only a few people neaJty read them.What remains îs to be Ihrawn into the garbage. And that’s a very big waste of paper! 
Forexample, Kaufland prints 3,5 milion magazines (24 A3 pages) per week. And afteryou read it, whatoould you do with it? Well, not much, 
especially in the situafcn when you don't have the time to thinkabout it, So it would be cool if you and somefriends could go frcm time to time 
and take these magazines and brochures. everything you can find atthe apartment blocks nearty you, You oould eithertake Ihe bunch to a 
neartoy recycling center (and get a small ammount of money) or you oould recycle it yourself! 

But how do you do that? 

First of all you need to cutthe paper in very very small pieces. Some say its better to rip the pieces with your own hands, others that it's OK if 
youuse scissois. Anyway, afterthat put the paper tosoak fora daţy or so in boiledwaterand coverthepotorwhateveryou are using. It would 
be OK if you would put some salt in the water, as it is sad that the paper could rot or something -1 donl know if it is true, as I didrît want to 
experiment with not putting salt, 

Aftera day, youcan use the soaked paper. I usuallycrush the pieces of paperin a small pot with something like a peslte, asthenyou can make 
a very fine paste. Now, this dppends on what would the function of the fina] product be. Because if you want to make some candbcard that 
wouldrîtbe used in harsh environements, likewiting on ikorpaintonit, you can leave itasitis-and it would be OK for decorative purposes. 
if you want to be more resistent, you should cruch the paper and make it afine paste.This could take a whiie, but I heard that you can use a 
blender, or so, I don’t have one, so I use a piece of wood..., 

Now, havng your paste, you have two options: the first option is to make cardboard, and the second to make paper. 

To make cardboarcJ you only need the foliowing: some plastic bags/sheets or something similar, on which you will work, a rnold, if you want to 
make something spedc, like stars, or what not, something dlindrical and long (like a piece of wood, or a pipe) and then you do the following; 
Put a plastic bag/sheet on a table or down on the fbor. Put some of that paste on the plalic sheet or in the mold, and above that put another 
plastic sheet. Now use the cilindric thing to make the paste as thin or thidk as you want to. Whatch out as because of the pressure while 
pushing Ihe dlindre thing, you could make some holes. So, wheneveryou see a hole, just put some paste there, and make it io blend with the 
rest After that, all you need to do is to put it on a radiator/stove, or somewhere else, and wait it to dry - it would be OK if you would put 
something above it as, while dryîng, it could bend fiom the heat. 

You will not make very nesisting cardboard. Actually it will be a little bit fluffy and soft, but there are many waysyou can use it. And stil!, you can 
discoverother ways or better ways to make a better cardboard. What I am saying now are things i have experimented wifîi oron. 
Now„.making paper isa Irttje bit more drfficult, as you need a big container, in which you put the paste made out of paper, and a plastic sheet 
that should be the size of the inner pal of the frame. You should shake the waterwith the paste, so it can be homogenous- or whatever. You 
should leave the papera oouple of hours there to get even more soaked -so that the paper would be more fine/soft. Now, you need to make 
a frame with a sieve.The frame can be as big as you want to be, and the sieve should be pulled so it is plain. Fix the sieve with some Staples 
or pins. Now, put the trame in the container, and shake the water above the frame with your hands, like a fish would do - but try not to touch 
the sieve. After a couple of seconds, puii out the frame, slowy, and try to keep it horizontaly. Wait until the waterflows out of the frame and then 
apply the plastic sheet, and squeeze out the water slowiyTum the frame, keeping the plastic sheet in contact, and then carefully remove the 
sheet with the paper on it- and repeat the process to make more paper.Then leave the paper to dry. 

There are some otherforms of making paper, that could give you the possibilrtyto makethinerpaper, orto apply colours orftowers, leafs, etc„ 
but for a start, you could try the ways I presented above. And if it f s all OK with the process, of course, you can find a mii lion videos and how to’s 
on fhe internet regarding how to make paper So it’s up to you! 
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Ingredients: 

Stuffing: 

-2 blocks tofu 
-5 portbello 
mushrooms 
-5 tbs chopped 
spinach 
- Vi broccoli 
- 1 med iu m onion 
- 2garliccloves 

- olive oii 

- Steaspoons 
nutriţional yeast in Vi 
glass of water (for 
coating) 

- salt 

- pepper 

Dough: 

-2 mugs whole wheat 
flour 

-1 mug white flour 
-1 mug water 
-4 tbs vegetable oii 
-1 teaspoon salt 
-Vi teaspoon sugar 
-lOg active yeast 


Me made these TOFU UFOs for the Ist event of Vocea 
Animalelor, Hopefully delicious vegan food will help others take 
the leap and go vegan... 

* There are two kinds of Tofu Ufo's: With muhsroom stuffing 
and spînach-broccolî stuffing! * For each block of tofu youîl 
use, you will get about 14-20 tofu ufos stuffing, maybe you will 
even have some delicious leftover stuffing, you can eat it as it 
is. * The reci pe for the dough will make about 14-20 tofu ufos. 

How to: 

Dough: You mix the the flour, salt and sugar in a large bowl. 
In a separate glass you mix the slightly heated water with the 
yeast and let it sit for about 5 minutes. Then you proceed to 
mix the water with the flour and the oii. I fbund it îs easier if 
you mix them at first with a large wooden spoon, so you don't 
get that much batter stuck on your hands, When the mix is 
somewhat homogenized you can then get your hands in there 
and start kneading the batter, until you get a nîce rubbery 
texture, nottoo moist and notto dry. Kneading might take up 
to 10 minutes, but it's very important you do this right. Also, 
more flour or water may be necessary, depending on the flour 
you ane using. I found that, at least around here, whole grain 
flowers are very different depending on the manufacturer, but 
the overall quantity used doesn't change by much. After the 
batter is done, role it into a ball and coat it with some oii and 
then cover it up with a damp towel and leave it to rest for a 
couple of hours. In the end the size of the batter should 
double, 

Stuffing: 

Mushroom kind 

Saute onions, then add mushrooms and saute them too. Now, 
remove ffom heat and add l block of crumbled tofu, 1 clove of 
garlic, salt and pepper, ştir and it's ready. 

Spinach and broccofi kind 

Steam the broccoli for like 15-20 minutes. Chop both the 
spinach and broccoli really small and add l block of crumbled 
tofu, 1 clove of gări ic, salt and pepper, mix it, DONE! 

For each Tofu ufo, we used a 4cm diameter glass and we made 
round pieces of dough. For one, you need two round pieces 
of dough. On the bottom layer you add a tea spoon of stuffing, 
cover it with the second piece of dough and stick them 
together I suggest using a little water on the margins of the 
dough to help it stick properly. Use a fork to make it stick even 
better by pushing onto the margins. Poke some holes in the 
dough and coat it with the nutriţional yeast and water mix, add 
some salt, stick them in the oven for about 15-20 minutes on 
low-medium heat. 







by Nadia C. 


We decided to "borrow ” thi$ text from Crimethinc . hecause it $um$ up 
$o nîcely our feeiings towards the seif-proclaimed " intellectual " ieftist 
scene here in Romani a, So without further debate (hahaf) bere it goes ... 


Face it, your pofitics are boring as fuck. 

You know it's true. Otherwise, why does everyone cringe when you say the word? 
Why has attendance at your anarcho-communist theory discussîon group meetings 
fallen to an all-time low? Why has the oppressed proletariat not come to its senses 
and joined you în your fight for world liberation? 

Perhaps, after years of struggling to educate them about their vîctimhood, you 
have come to blame them for their condition. They must want to be ground under 
the heel of capitalist imperialism; otherwise, why do they show no interest in your 
political causes? Why haven't they joined you yet in chaining yourself to mahogany 
furniture, chanting slogans at carefully planned and orchestrated proteste, and 
frequenting anarchist bookshops? Why haven't they sat down and learned all the 
terminology necessary for a genuine understanding of the complexities of Marxist 
economic theory? 

The truth is, your politics are boring to them because they realily are irrelevant. 
They know that your antiquated styles of protest—your marches, hand held stgns, 
and gatherings—are now powerless to effect real change because they have 
become such a predietable part of the status quo, They know that your 
post-Marxist jargon is off-putting because it really is a language of mere academic 
dispute, not a weapon capabie of undermtning systems of control, They know that 
your infighting, your splinter groups and endless quarrels over ephemeral theories 
can never effect any real change in the worid they experience from day to day. 
They know that no matter who is in oftice, what laws are on the books, what ,H ism"s 
the intellectuals march under, the content of their lives wili remain the same. 
They—we—know that our boredom is proof that these "politics" are not the key to 
any real transformat ion of life. For our lives are boring enough already! 

And you know it too. For how many of you is politics a responsibility? Something 
you engage in because you feel you should, when in your heart of hearts there are 
a miiIEon things you would rather be doing? Your volunteer work—is it your most 
favorite pastime, or do you do it out of a sense of obligation? Why do you think it is 
so hard to motivate others to volunteer as you do? Could it be that it is, above all, 
a feeling of guilt that drives you to fulfill your "duty" to be politically active? Perhaps 
you spice up your "work" by trying (consciously or not) to get in trouble with the 
authorities, to get arrested: not because it wili practically serve your cause, but to 





make things more exciting, to recapture a little of the românce of turbulent times now 
long past Have you ever felt that you were participating in a ritual, a 
long-established tradition of fringe protest, that really serves only to strengthen the 
position of the maEnstream? Have you ever secretly tonged to eseape from the 
stagnation and boredom of your political "responsibilities"? 

It's no wonder that no one has joined you in your political endeavors. Perhaps you 
teii yourself that it's tough, thankless work, but somebody's got to do it. The answer 
is, well, NO, 

You actually do us all a real disservice with your tiresome, tedious politics. For in 
tact, there is nothîng more important than politics. NOT the politics of American 
"democracy" and law, of who is elected state legislator to sign the same bills and 
perpetuate the same system. Not the politics of the "I got involved with the radical 
left because I enjoy quibbling over trivial details and writing rhetorically about an 
unreachable utopia" anarchist. Not the politics of any leader or ideology that 
demands that you make sacrifices for "the cause." But the politics of our everyday 
lives. When you separate politics from the immediate, everyday experîences of 
individual men and women, it becomes completely irrelevant. Indeed, it becomes the 
private domain of weaithy, comfortable intellectuals, who can trouble themselves 
with such dreary, theoretical things. When you involve yourself in politics out of a 
sense of obligatEon, and make political action into a dull responsibîlity rather than an 
exciting game that is worthwhile for its own sake, you scare away people whose lives 
are already far too dull for any more tedium, When you make politics into a lifeless 
thing, a joyless thing, a dreadful responsibîlity, it becomes just another weight upon 
people, rather than a means to lift weight from people. And thus you ruin the idea of 
politics for the people to whom it should be most important. For everyone has a stake 
in considering their lives, in asking themselves what they want out of life and how 
they can get it. But you make politics look to them like a miserable, self-referential, 
pointless middle class/bohemian game, a game with no relevance to the real lives 
they are livîng out. 

What should be political? Whether we enjoy what we ^ 

do to get food and shelter. Whether we feel like our daily 
interactions with our friends, neighbors, and coworkers flf -.ţŞl $*, 
are fulfilting, Whether we have the opportunity to lîve ; 

each day the way we deşire to. And "politics" should iggpMgfcy-.-' 
consist not of merely discussing these questEons, but of jfly ^ 

acting directly to improve our lives in the immediate * ' 
present. Acting in a way that is itself entertainîng, fijBpXvS 
exciting, joyous—because political action that is tedious, L-Jk" • MJăk 















After we make politics relevant and exciting, the rest will follow. But from a dreary, 
merety theoretica! and/or rituallzed politics, nothing valuable can follow, This is not to 
say that we should show no intere st in the welfare of humans, animals, or ecosystems 
that do not contact us dîrectly în our day to day existence. But the foundation of our 
politics must be concrete: it must be immediate, it must be obvious to everyone why it 
is worth the effort, it must be fun in itseif. How can we do positive things for others îf 
we ourselves do not enjoy our own lives? 


To make this concrete for a moment: an afternoon of collecting food from 
busînesses that would have thrown it away and serving it to hungry people and people 
who are tired of working to pay for food—that is good political action, but only if you 
enjoy it. If you do it with your friends, if you meet new friends while you're doing lt a îf 
you fall in Iove or frade funny stories or just feel proud to have helped a woman by 
easing her financîal needs, that's good political action. On the other hand, if you 
spend the afternoon typing an angry letter to an obscure leftist tabloid objecting to a 
columnist’s use of the term "anarcho-syndicalist," that's not going to accomplish shit, 
and you know it. 


Perhaps it is time for a new word for "politics," since you have made such a swear 
word out of the old one. For no one should be put off when we talk about acting 
together to improve our lives. And so we present to you our demands, which are 
non-negotiable, and must be met as soon as possible—because we're not going to 
live forever, are we? 


1. Make politics relevant to our everyday experience of life again. The farther away 
the object of our political concern, the less it will mean to us, the less real and 
pressing it will seem to us, and the more wearisome politics will be. 


2. AII political activity must be joyous and exciting in itself. You cannot escape from 

dreariness with more dreariness. ^ 

3. To accomplish those fîrst two steps, ţ j - j — 

entirely new political approaches and -p 1 j j ' f ' i ‘ uîp 

methods must be created. The old ones are 
outdated, outmoded. Perhaps they were 
NEVER any good, and that's why our world is 


4. Enjoy yourselves! There is never any 
excuse for being bored ... or boring! 


Join us în making the "revolution" a game; a 
game played for the highest stakes of all, but 
a joyous, carefree game nonetheless! 


www.crimethinc.com 
















"/f is beiter to do noîhing ihan to 
contribute to the invention of formal 
ways of rendering visibfe than which 
Empire afready recognizes as 
existent.” - Aiain Badiou 
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I write this at the time ot what is probably the peak of civic activism in 
Cluj. The last 2-3 years were in no doubt the most active and productive tor 
the ditferent social movements concentrated in “the heart of Transylvania”. 
Movements like “Save Roşia Montană” and the anti-Băsescu protests 
managed to cross the boundary between intellectual circles and regular 
folks, getting mainstream exposure for social activism. This was, for us, 
the birth of the professional protester. 

We live in an age where ideological boundaries no longer exist. 
Capitalism has engulfed every aspect of life. From private life to social tife, 
our reality is defined by the consumer market and capitalist practice. There 
is no more left or right, there are a multitude of alternatives but, at the same 
time, there are no alternatives. The way capitalist reality engulfed our 
whole existence is brilliant, but in the same time, terrifying: it has offered 
the prospect of endless opportunity. There is no ideology anymore, anyone 
can be themselves no matter how socially fucked up their preferences are, 
there is a niche market for everything. Individuality replaced community 
and consumerism replaced living. 

How is this relevant to the movements that aim at changing the very 
reality capitalist practice built? More often than not, these type of 
movements fall into the trap of neo-liberalist discourse. Just imagine the 
way a typical “peaceful” protest looks like: colorful flags and banners, 
people chanting, various gimmicks to draw attention, youthful exuberance. 
Take it out of context and this could be the setup of your regular TV show. 
They create an illusion of resistance that in the end legitimizes the very 
reality they oppose, because they can’t offer any viable real life solution, 
just temporary gratification. This lack of organization means that what 
they’re doing is nothing more than putting on a spectacle. Hooray for 
freedom of speech, but what worth does it have if it’s end result is just 
blowing off some steam? Nobody truly expects this type of protest to 
change anything, but still the game of civic engagement goes on, 
protestors on one side, demanding retribution from the ones that created 
the problems in the first place and government on the other, fully aware 
that they do not pose any threat. 







The illusion here is the fact that there are 
two sides involved in this, when in reality 
there is no more “us and them”. Like it or 
not, if we play their game, we are all 
capitalists. To tight “them” we must first 
tight “us”. Social movements mostly target 
the symptoms of the disease and not the 
disease itself, and even while doing that, 
they are not very effective. 

Whîle questîonîng the legitimacy of the government’s program and not the 
institution itself, they are actually enforcing the power of the institution of 
government, Nothing enforces the “humanity” of the system, like a good old 
reform. While almost never efficient, they do a pretty good job of sending 
the message that “hey, at least we’re trying”. It’s protecting this mirage of 
trial and error that our democratically elected representatives do best and 
it*s through concessions like freedom of speech and the right to protest that 
they legitimize this system as “democratic”, although this is complete 
bullshit. 

It 3 s sad how little it takes for people to be content, how they are wîlling to 
let go of the control of their own lives for scraps like “freedom of speech” 
and “decent living conditions”. There is something terribly wrong with a 
society that accepts the fact that things are just bad and that if we just hold 
on a little longer it will get better, all this while the people elected to get them 
out of the shithole are living like royalty. And to thînk that the ultimate 
exercise of civic engagement is considered to be the “peacefur protest, 
which in reality, like it or not, is nothing but a glorified form of beggîng. We 
ask for change and this is exactly what we get, their scraps. It’s no mystery 
why most institutions usually take the path of least resistance when 
confronting a “peaceful” protest, their impact is mostly zero. The 
mechanisrns of state repression only come în when property is threatened, 
but even then the damage done is not that serious, A burnt car or a smashed 
window is nothing compared to the profit they make of our backs. 

The consensus in our culture seems to be that with trial and error all the 
world’s problems will someday be solved and we will all lîve in a 
self-regulated market utopia, free to truly express our most inner desires. 
This view seems to be shared by most “movements” that try to put pressure 
on government or corporations, The best example that comes to mind is that 
of the western human rights activist. A few months ago, to commemorate 
the passing of 2 years since the evîctions of some Roma people to Pata Rat, 
a public debate was held at a local university. . Among the participants were 
some activîsts of the Austrian branch of Amnesty International, who had 
gathered signatures from all over the world. 






While the action to gain some recognition for the people’s tragic fate is 
commendable, the end result for the people was basically inexistent. What 
really stuck with me was the speech given the chairwoman of the 
organization. In this very theatrical presentation she pointed out how this 
great act of global solidarity will give the Roma people the push needed to 
escape their terrible fate and fight for another day. Sincere or not, the only 
result of the action was that 20 people from Austria felt better about 
themselves for caring about the poor Romanians, while the situations of the 
evicted people is still exactly the same. But we just need to hold on a little bit 
longer, while we sort out the quirks, because 3 millions years of practice is 
apparently not enough to learn howto live. 

Unfortunately, this is the end result of most actions done in the aim to 
create a more bearable capitalist system. There is no such thing as humane 
capitalism, just as there is nothing inherently natural in this blind competition 
it enforces. The tact that we no longer seem to have any alternatives is not a 
sign that our society is doing *‘ok” or moving forward, but a clear indication 
that we have become numb to our own reality. The fight for curing the disease 
has become the fight to reduce the suffering. Until social movements see this 
and manage to offer a viable alternative and rip themselves from the 
capitalist context, there will never be space for real change. Good intentions 
alone won’t brîng anything but short term gratification, while the real problem 
grows and grows. 

But there still is hope. The crisis of capitalism that started in 2008 led for 
the first time Io a mass questioning of whether it can truly deliver the promise 
land. What we have to do now, is to resist the urge to save this wounded 
beast and create alternatives, through organization and truly realizable 
goals. Protest for protest’s sake will never amount to anything, if there is no 
infrastructure to fall back on. But creating alternatives requires a lot of 
groundwork, organization and time. This means to look past the glamour of 
immediate action and create durable relations and sustainable networks of 
people willing to escape and ultimately destroy the capitalist reality. This is 
our real challenge. Until then, while we are still breathing, we fight on for 
another day. 

v. 

* * * 


“The onty thing l’m afraid of is that we will 
someday just go borne and then we will 
meet once a year, drinking beer, and 
nostalgicaily remembering "What a nice 
time we had here.” Promise yourseives 
that this will noi be the case . We know that 
pe op ie of ten deşire something but do not 
really want it , Don’t be afraid to really want 
whatyou deşire. “ - Siavoj Zizek speaking 
at Occupy Wall Street 






2013, march 

The last few days have been tough. I’ve been struggling with huge emotions after 
thinking over and over again about this world we live in.There’s a holocaust in the 
Middle East; in Kenya the poor don't have access to clean water while the rich build 
golf courses; animals are abused and murdered on a daily basis and their liberators 
are called terrortsts; Monsanto and it’s GMOs are far from being stopped from 
spreading diseases to humans, animals and the Earth; there are wars and conflicts 
all over the world; gold mi nes and fraking are threatening the ecosystem; racism 
,fascism ,sexism,nazism ,homophobia stil) exists; churches ane more important than 
people; corporations still rule the world; profit i$ sacred; ... this list could continue 
f o rever. 

The thing is that we need to do something about all this. There are Iota of people who 
care and are getting involved. The ALF and ELF risk everything for animals; Sea 
Shepherd salls to the end of the world for whales and other ocean creatures; FNB 
movements are growing all over the world; really really free markets are offering an 
alternative to the eeonomîcal system; forest gardens are growing; and so on. 

People are getting organized and shit is happening. We have come to the point when 
more and more people are starting to realize how fucked up everything is and try to 
do something about it. But still, we are not enough. We need more people involved 
and wilting to do something for change. With the huge amount of problems, there is 
no way a small collective to resist to everything thafs wrong. This is a caii for 
solidarity and actton! Please, keep informed, leave Facebook and Tumblr activism 
behind, that won’t change anything! If each of us grabs a cause and start resisting, 
maybe things will change for the better in the future. Stop waîtlng for others to start 
this and do ityourself. 

It ! $ time to get organized and face the cruei reality It’s time to stop hiding behind the 
laptop screen and face the world. If not us, then who and if not now, then when? The 
clock is ticking, So please, go vegan, boycott, protest, start a free market, make food 
not bombs actions, plant an organic gardens, make friends, talk to people, make 
Zines, keep yourself and the ones around you informed, stop ctosîng your eyes to all 
these horrible problems. If we keep finding excuses we will get nowhere. 


Go out and get active! 

-with Iove and passion, LMA. 


the revolution will 
be ntersectional, 
or it worvt be mu 
revolLrtionP 

Tme*sup, sryje-issue aotivists. 
w 4 There is no strqggle left but 

OUR collective struacl 









